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STATE EATS HUMBLE PIE OVER MUGABE INSULT CASES AS MAGISTRATE SETS FREE ERC 
***HRDs 

THE State on Wednesday 19 March 2014, the Constitutional Court Mr Muchini who was appearing on 
behalf of the State conceded that Jeritha Nkomo of Nyamandlovu had been erroneously charged and 
prosecuted for insulting the President. 

The concession by the State becomes the third one this year alonen (in 2014) such situation when the 
State has had to eat humble pie and admit that individuals had been wrongly charges and prosecuted 
for allegedly insulting the President. 

Tawanda Zhuwarara, of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights, who appeared for Nkomo informed the 
ConCourt that after reading the record and the submissions filed in the matter, the State had a change 
of heart and realised that no offence had been committed. 

The matter found its way to the Constitutional Court when Lizwe Jamela of ZLHR, who was 
representing Nkomo then, requested that the matter be placed before the highest court of the land to 
asses whether the crime of insulting the President was constitutional. 

Zimbabwean police have been overzealous in arresting anyone who says anything about the President 
and these erroneous prosecutions highlight the fact that the offence of insulting the President is not 
only abused by the police but also misunderstood by prosecutors. 

In the other challenge where former Nyanga North constituency legislator Douglas Mwonzora was 
represented by Advocate Zvikomborero Chadambuka and Jeremiah Bamu of ZLHR, the State was 
asked to go and assess if the former legislator had actually insulted President Mugabe.  

Edmore Nyazamba, representing the State alleged that Mwonzora had insulted the President when he 
proclaimed at a rally that he had dreamt Mugabe looking like a goblin. The Judges quizzed Nyazamba 
whether such a statement constituted an offence in respect of the Criminal Law (Codification and 
Reform) Act. The Court wanted an explanation on how somebody relating a dream could give rise to 
criminal sanctions. Nyazamba then requested a postponement for him to file supplementary papers to 
address the questions raised by the Judges. 

The matter was then postponed sine die.  
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